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Ontogeny, Phylogeny and epigenetics: In the 
case of evolution of man, body and mind relations, 
research has been going on to find out the 
connection of memory, past, thinking or writing of 
the past and its preservation’, Unlike the European 
‘or American or West Asian thinking of evolution of 
man from monkey affecting the historigraphical 
processes of every subject, because of theological 
implications, in South Asian, India in particular, there 
has not been any restriction, as the nomadic Arvans 
were composing the ancient literature (c.1500BCE), 
that too, in a dead language now, or Dravidians 
Sangam literature after moving to Tamizhagam 
(c.300 BCE to 100 CE), of course both without any 
script but moving from one place to another. Yet, 
the Aryans were able to going on singing the poerns, 
everywhere, they went with the same prosody, 
syntax, grammar. None has wondered about their 
memory, the ability of recording such poetry in their 
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brains and transmitting to their progeny. Of course, 
they were waiting for Asoka (269-232 BCE) to 
receive script from the Greeks, so that he started 
inscribing on the stones. It is not known as to how 
the Buddha (563-486 BCE), whose religion attracted 
Asoka to get converted, could have read the Vedas 
to oppose the vilified Brahmins. In other words, 
Buddha could have learned Sanskrit without script 
and oppose its religion, but had chosen to Pakrut to 
record his teachings. Thus, the mnemonics of the 
Indians has not been noted by the historiographers 
so far. Here, the study of ontogeny’, pylogeny® and 
epigenetics come into play. The biological evolution 
and processes of development of language, literature 
and connected people and society, such factors have 
to be taken into consideration by the 
historiographers. 
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Memory, ideology and historiography: In recent 
times, the relation between memory and history has 
been taken up by the western scholars interpreting 
historical thinking processes among the ancient 
cultures and civilizations’. However, the debate is 
restricted to the Greek philosophers®, as the 
harbingers of the past, but ignoring the Indian 
counterparts. Social memory, collective memory, 
racial memory, communicative memory and such 
other types of expressions are used to identify 
“memories” existing among the surviving societies 
of humanity’. Later, the studies concentrate on the 
Jews, Zionism and related subjects®, In European 
context, the lacuna in transferring information from 
memory to writing is pointed out® due to rivalry of 
the dominant people. In Indian context also, about 
the script and language of the Indus Valley 
Civilization, deciphering efforts could not succeed 
and thus, dubbing the civilized people of the 
civilization as “illiterate”. Memory and history, far 
from being synonymous, appear now to be in 
fundamental opposition for historians, but existence 
of civilized people with refined literature but without 
script or getting script from others, but yet, the 
literature not written down and such issues exist in 
the Indian context. Therefore, the ancient Indians 
have also to be studied in the context, as their 
Givilization has been in existence without break along 
with the Chinese™. 


Memory, myth, history and historiography: 
Memory cannot be limited to reminiscences, 
recollections and remembrances that could be 
recalled or not recalled. It is connected with the 
mental processes known to one’s mind and recorded 
in brain. Individual memory could be different from 
collective memory of a family, society or humanity, 
but conditioned by the environmental and hereditary 
factors. History and archaeology with the help of 
science and technology have to analyze the recording 
| ofthe past through the mental processes, as reflected 
in the literature. Ancient literature cannot be dated 
|with the limited factors of formation of characters 
associated with sound, their reduction toscript, letters 
|furning into written documents, thus, historians to 
me and decide. As archaeologists cannot get all 
|the material evidences involved in such concept, 
precept, evolution and development, either they or 
‘the historians cannot assert that people with literature 
late “literate” or with script but without literature 
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“illiterate”. Hisoriographical methodology has been 
disillusioned with epistemology, fabricated with 
semantics and hypothesized interpretations. Thus, 
histories written under such controlled conditions 
have not been free from fiction, fabrication, or 
falsehood and they cannot vouchsafe that they could 
provide only facts with truth. Mythistory or Histo- 
myths, mythologized history or historicized 
mythology have become hysterical, fabulous and 
fictitious also, step by step in such interpretative 
Processes. When they claim that they need not be 
objective”, they lost their judicial acumen, impartial 
decision and neutrality, but always marred with bias, 
prejudice and pre-conceived notions turning into 
ideology. 


Historiography, ideology and history: 
Unfortunately, in India, even after independence, 
historians started harming the historiography under 
the guise of protecting secular fabric, multi-srand, 
multicultural, multi-ethnic society. Many times, the 
study of past, particularly connected with the Sanskrit 
literature is considered as communal. Even new 
fesearchers are allergetic and afraid of taking up 
studies connected with such subjects, In such 
ideological manipulations, the Marxist, 
Mohammedan and other groups join together, as 
they themselves acknowledge. This neo.communal, 
heo-political, neo-secular and other categories slowly, 
transiorming into professional despotism, scholar 
dictatorship, knowledge suppression, academic 
tyranny and repressing other intellectuals and peer 
groups, However, in recent studies, the responsibility 
of historians in such “faithful narratives” has been 
Pointed out™®. Literary techniques are used for 
understanding of historical processes". In fact, either 
the scholars of the other groups were not cared or 
unofficially banned or purposely not invited for the 
issues discussed. As the media started pumping news 
of one category, the recipients consumed only such 
imposed stuff and made to accept or believe. Any 
discussion about Vedas, Itihasas and Puranas is 
always dubbed as “communalism’, “Hindu 
nationalism” and so on, and therefore, even the 
neutral and silent categories, many times either 
hesitated to respond or kept silent. But, by keeping 
ot responding or refuting their biased historiography 
might harm the Indian history, so that the coming 
generation could find it difficult to understand as to 
what extent it has been misinterpreted. Keeping these 
points in mind, the topic is pursued in a new angle. 
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The study of “poetry” as primary source and 
history: The ctitical study of the spread of Indian 
literature poses mainly chronological ambiguity, 
conflict and challenges. The millions of years of 
“yugas” may block the thinking of any researcher, 
but the geological ages have been in millions and 
historians cannot fit in those eons within their 
“historical” periods. However, the evolution of 
“historical man” cannot be restricted to his 
“preserved written records”, as during the course of 
time, such records could have been lost 
irrecoverably. But, in “poetry”, the memory about 
past events preserved pose challenge to historians. 
Though, the poetic description of the past appears 
myth, because of the legendary narrative, mystical 
characters, supernatural events, etc., all of them 
could not have arisen just out of figment of 
imagination. 


The animals of Jurassic period still make 
historians incredible, butscientists make majority to 
believe. In the same way literature lives in the minds 
of millions of people, whether they want or not, 
believe or disbelieve. In spite of the passage of time, 
the remnanis of literature can be noted from the 
material evidences available at different parts of the 
world. Historians have never fixed, calculated or 
devised any standards for “homo erectus” man to 
become “historic” passing the periods of usage of 
teeth, bone, wood, stone and metal. 


Literature coming inside and going out of 
India: In Indian historical processes, it has been 
interpreted thatlithic cultures, ethnic people, arts and 
sciences and other things came to India and then 
with such borrowed knowledge, Indians started 
learning. Thus, everything “coming inside India” has 
been favourable to historians, others also followed 
such theory and the curriculum accepted it as 
standard. Therefore, anybody thinks differently, 
proposes theory in other way or interprets in another 
‘way, it is derided and suppressed. Thus, Indian 
context, generally, historians have not thought about 
“out of India” hypothesis or theory for the presence 
‘of “Vedic / ancient Indian” elements outside India, 
perticularly in the Middle East, Europe and 
Americas. It is not reversing the facts, but 
remembering the facts, which are well-known but 
slowly disappearing and even getting destroyed"®. 
However, in the context of Indo-European, Indo- 
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Iranian, and Vedic-Zend studies, such congruency. 
was noted, but downplayed after 20" century and 
slowly made to forget in the 21* century. Yet, the 
Boghozkai inscription, Rama Hvastra of Ram Yast, 
sculptures reminding Ramayana make researchers 
to look for and realize the striking similarity. As the 
dating of Vedas had been reduced to c.1500 BCE, 
with the “Aryan invasion”, everything going inside 
India is always accepted, but going out appears to 
be anathema, strange and unacceptable. 


Chronology of past, memory and writing: When 
the Vedic people were living throughout the world 
and they started spreading due to geological 
disturbances, they must have carried the past in their 
memory with them. Historical past recorded in the 
brains of the people continue for millions of years 
through their progeny. The thinking processes 
transforming into objective and then converting into 
objective symbolism, as reflected in the material 
evidences found at various parts of the world, prove 
the fact. As soon as they settled at new places, they 
must have recollected, reproduced and recorded the 
pastin their literature at the respective new locations. 
Because of shifting places, time elapsed for settling 
down and creation of new pasture, localization of 
the past would have also been occurred. Localization 
of past at a new place would lead to shifting, re- 
arrangement and even narrowing down of myths, 
As the places and people of the respective location 
were subjected to the geographical, climatic and 
other surrounding affecting factors, their 
representation in the literature and art forms also 
exhibited with variety. 


Study in isolation and comprehensive 
research: Archaeological evidences of “living men” 
and strange animals have been found in the range 
of millions of years of the past. Material evidences 
have also been unearthed, but they could not be 
correlated with the lithic period of the respective sites, 
The scattered evidences prove that they were strewn 
due to geological disturbances. Study of them in 
isolation does nat give correct picture, as researchers 
in such solitary confinements are bound to get 
affected by various factors. Therefore, bringing 
together of such exceptional evidences in a context 
and interpreting them in a comprehensive manner 
might invite severe criticism under the quise of 
censuring nationalism, patriotism and so on. Yet, 
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correlating, corroborating and circumstantial 
evidences, confirming them to the existing ancient 
Civilization, substantiating with the living traditions, 
and proving with the continuing culture and heritage 
is sustainable. Now except Indians, no other people 
claim anything as their own as related to literaturee. 
The people of Iliad, Odyssey, Gilgamesh eic., do 
not celebrate like Indians remembering their heroes 
The TV programmes of the epics do notarsest them 
from carrying out other routines, as happened in 
India. 


Script, language and literature: That the date 
of Indian literature has been fixed c.1500-1200 BCE, 
but the introduction of the script in India is dated to 
.300 BCE shows that Indians were illiterate for 
about 1200-900 years, yet, they were managing to 
record the whole compendium in their brains. One 
| modern scholar claims that, “Indeed, written Vedic 
texts appear only after c. 1000 CE (note Albiruni's 
testimony about Vasukra in Kashmir, andthe earliest 
Veda MSS in Nepal)”, as the “Brahmins” never 
wanted Vedas to be written down. In other words, 
it is not known who were preventing writing Vedas 
till c.1000 CE and getting written thereafter. Again 
how Vedas were preserved from c.300 BCE to 
¢.1000 CEis also not known. That the Indians could 
keep memorizing Vedas till c.300 BCE is intriguing. 
Therefore, it is clear that the idea that the composers 
of Vedas were iliterate i.e, without script is totally 
Wrong, as they had language and literature. In the 
same way, if somebody says thatit was written down. 
only in c.200 BCE, but verses were went on added 
| till medieval period, until a critical edition was 
| prepared in 20 century, it is also intriquing, because, 
_ the capacity of the people to remember millions and 
| thousands of verses is more stimulating. The 
mnemonic power of the nomads, oppressors, 
Ippressors, illiterates etc., has been fantastic indeed 
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